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[1] 


The GIFT of the 


HOLY GHOST 


TO THE 
ApMiles and Firſt Chriſtians, 
A Demonſtration of the 


| ReſurreQion of JESuVðGC. 


H E Reſurrection of Feſus being the 
Foundation, ypon which the Truth 
and Certainfof the Chriſtian Re- 
* are built; no wonder, that they who 
diſbelieve the one, uſe their utmoſt Efforts to 
deſtroy the Credibility of the other. And to 
this End, they object againſt the Evidence, 
which the Witneſſes gave of it. And tho' they 
have been fried, and found Not guilty of 
any Fraud or Deceit; yet ſtill they urge, that 
neither ſo did their Witneſs agree together ; 
but that they are inconſiſtent with, yea con- 
trary the one to the other. They pertinaciouſly 
prge his Non-appearance, after his Reſur- 
B rection 


* 


[2 or 
rection, to the Rulers who put him to Deaths 


and to all the People. 
This is an Ohection which has been made 


from the beginning: Celſus makes! it, and Ori- 
gen largely anſwers it*. 

Now, tho' no ſatisfactory Account could be 
given of this (which yet has been given by 
many) it is no Objection againſt the Credibi- 
 lity of the choſen Witneſſes of the Reſurretipn 
of Jeſus; if they gave ſufficient Evidence, that 
their Mitneſs was true: any more than his 
taking up with him, only Peter, James, and 
Jobn, into an high Mountain apart; is an Ar- 
gument that he was not transfigured before 
1 
But to take 4 * Method with the Deifts, 
and to allow (which yet ought not to be al- 

lowed) that we could not wall reconcile the 
ſeemingly different Accounts, which the Vo- 
men, and the Apoſtles give of the Appearances 
after Teſus's Reſurrection: yet there is one Ar- 
gument, which has not been ſo much inſiſted 
on, which is irrefragable for the Truth of 
his Reſurrection from the Dead; and a full An- 
ſwer to all the Objections that are made, or 
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We are his Witneſſes of theſe Things; and 
fo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom God hath given 
to them, that obey him. Acts v. 32. 

And my Speech, and ny Preaching, was in 
Demonſtration f the Spirit and of Power; 
— that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the Wifſ- 
dom of” Men, but in the Power of ( Ged. 1 Cor. 

bo. © is 7 

K A receive the Witneſs of. Men, the Wit. 
neſs. F God is greater. — He that believeth 
not God, hath made him a Lyar, becauſe be 
believeth not the Record that God gave of his 
Son. 1 John v. 9, 10. 

God 55 bearing them witneſs - — with 4i- 
/ RIO vers 


9 +] | 

can be made againſt it. The Argument taken Ml 
from the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, upoh the WWW 
Apoſtles, and Firſt. Chriſtians. 10 
This is the Witneſs, which our Saviour * 1 % 
his Apoſtles chiefly inſiſt, and-jreſt on; and 
therefore chiefly ought to be inſiſted on by us. Kg 
For thus faith our Saviour, He (the Sprrit l 
of Truth) ſhall. teſtify. of me. John XV. 26. lily 
He ſhall convince. the World. xvi. 8. - 
He commanded them, that they Soul: not . 
depart from Jeruſalem, but wait for the Pro- Wil 
miſe of the Father, which, faith he, ye have 1 5 
beard of me. Acts i. 4. 
They ſay, | i 1 1 
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| [4] 
vers Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy 1 
Heb. ii. 4. 


. This is that Demonſtration 17 the Spirit, 
which all the Adverſaries to it cannot, with 
any Shew of Reaſon (notwithſtanding all their 
Pretences to it) gainſay, or reſiſt. | 

To inſiſt then more largely on this Argu- 
ment, and to ſet it in a more full and ſtrong 
Light; it may not be improper to give, at one 
View, the Accounts, which we have in the 
As of the Apoſtles, of this Miracle of Mira- 
cles; together with the Prophecies which the 
old Prophets, and our Saviour himſelf give us 
of 1 it. 


2 R OPH ECIES in the Old Teſtament, 


— Until the Spirit be poured upon us, from 

on high, If. xxxil. 15. 

Then «vill 1 ſprinkle clean Water upon you, 

and you ſhall be clean. — A new Heart will I 

give you, and a new Spirit will I put within 

you, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. 

I have poured out my Spirit upon the Houſe 
O Tjrael, ſaith the Lord God. ch. xxxix. 29. | 
And it ſball come to paſs after wurde, « np 
T will pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh; and 

* Sons, and your Daughters ſhall propheſy ; 


— 


See 4a i. 17. and Dr. WPhitly upon ie | 


171 
and al alfo upon the Servants, and upon the Hand. 
maids in thoſe Days, will I pour out my Spirit. 
Joel ii. 28, 29. 

And I will pour * the Houſe of David, 
and upon the Inhabitants of Teruſalem, the 
Spirit of Grace and Supphcation, and they 
ſhall look. upon me whom they have pierced b. 
Zech. xil. 10. 

[It is remarkable that be whom they fierced 
ſays, I will pour the Spirit of Grace, &c.] 

Thou haſt gone up on high, thou baſt hd 
Captivity captive ; and received Gifts for Men, 
even for thine Neuser! that the Lord God might 
dwell amongſt them ©. Plal. viii. 18. 


PROPHECIES in the New Teſtament, 

| delivered by Feſus himſelt. 
In the laſt Day, that great Day of the rech. 
Feſus flood and cried, ſaying, If any Man 
thirſt, let him come unto me, and drink. Out 
of his Belly [or, from within] h flow Ri- 
vers of Waters, — But this he  ſpake of the 


> Vide Biſhop Chandler upon theſe Words, Defence: 0 
9 ; and Dr. Bennet, On the Gift of Prayer, p. 108. 
© See Mr. Johnſon's Holy David, upon this Palm ; 

and Eph. iv. 7, 8. | 

See more Prophecies to the ſame Purpoſe, Zech. xili. 
10. xiv. 8. J/ xi. 3. — XXXV. 3 N. — Xliv, 3. — 
viii. 11. Parallel to our Saviour's Words, Jn. vi. 
37. 3. See allo Fer. xxxi. 3— 34. 


Spirit, 


161 
Spirit, which they * believe in my LY 
Fecerve. _ © 
Fur the Holy 050% was not Fe given es 
cauſe that eſis was not ”* Se * vil, 
3 773 8. | | 

I will pray the Ruler and he ſhall give you 
another Comforter, that be may abide with you, 
for ever. John xiv. 16. See alſo 26. 
But aohen the Com forter i is come, whom I will 
ſend unto you from the Father," even the Spirit 
of Truth, — he ſhall teſtify of ne, and ” a 05 
Jr bear witneſs. John xv. 26, 27. 
Tf T go not away, the Comforter will not come 

unto you; but if I depart, T will ſend him unto 
you; and when he is come, be will convince® the 
World, [by his wond'rous Gifts conferred on 
thoſe who ſhall believe on me] of Sin, [in 
crucifying and rejecting ' me] and of [my] 
| Righteouſneſs, and [of a future] Judgment, — 
He ſhall ſhew you Things to come, * N g- 
r 25 me. John xvi. 7—14. 


And I will give you a Mouth and Wi 7 


See Dr. $ rllingfeet's s Sermon u pon this Text, alſo Dr. 
Whitby. - 

* So it is in the Margin not reprove, and ſo the origi- 
7 . 4 is tranſlated, n viii. 9, 46. 1 Cor. xiv. 24. 
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which all your Adverſari es Hall not be able fo 
gainſay or rehft.. Luke xi. 15. 

And theſe Signs ſhall fallow them that e 
In my Name they ſhall caft out. Devils, they hall 
ſpeak aui ith new Tongues, "they ſhall 255 up Ser- 
 pents ; if they drink any deadly thi! ng, it ſpall. not 

Rar them ; they ſhall lay, Hands on the Si >, and 
they ſhall recover. Mark xvi. 1 7,18, 
"Tad behold I ſend the Promiſe of my Father 
upon you ; but tarry ye at Feruſalem, until ye 
be endued with Power from on high. Luke 


xxiv. 49. 


which, ſaith be, Je Lave beard if me. 
Acts i. 4. | 


From the Acts of 1 Apoſtles, e \. 


Now when the Day of Pentecoft was fully 
come, They were all [the Apsſtles with the Mo. 
men, and Mary the Mother of , Feſus, with 
his Brethren — the Number of the Names to- 
gether was about an Hundred and 7 wenty, 
Acts i. 13, 14, 15.] with one Accord, in one 
Place [in Feruſalem, V 12.] and ſuddenly there 


came from Heaven, as of a ruſhing” mighty 
Wind; and it filled all the Houſe where they 


were fitting ; ; and there appeared unto them, 
Cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and it fat 
upon each of them [probably of the Hundred, 
ang Twenty, See Dr. Whitby.on Ch. ii. 1. 

4 


# 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and began to ſpeak. with other Tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them Utterance : And there were 
dwelling at Feruſalem, Jeus, devout Men 
out of every Nation under Heaven, Now 
when this was noiſed abroad, the Multitude 
came together, and were confounded, becauſe 
that every Man heard them ſpeak in his own 
Language; and they were all amazed, and 
marvelled, ſaying one to another, Behold, are 
not theſe, which ſpeak, Galileans ? and how hear 
we every Man in our Tongue, wherein we were 
Born, Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and 
 Dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in udæa, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Alia, Pbrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Li- 
bya, about Cyrene, and Strangers of Rome, eus 
and Proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do 
hear them ſpeak in our Tongues the wonderful 
W orks of God. And they were all amazed, and 
were in doubt, ſaying one to another : What 
meaneth this? Others mocking ſaid, Ti beſe Men 
are full of new Wine. Acts ii. 

Philip [the Deacon] went down 15 the City 
of Samaria, and preached Chriſt unto them, — 
and the People with one accord gave heed un- 
fo thoſe Things, which Philip ſpoke ; hearing 
and ſeeing the Miracles which he did, — And 
wben they * Phi bp, FP were baptiz- 
; e d, 


-; 
Au both Men and Women. Now] when the 


Apoſtles, which were at Feruſalem, heard that 
Samaria bad received the Word of God, they 
ſent unto them Peter and John; who, when 


they were come down, prayed for them, that 


they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. (For as yet 
he was fallen upon none of them, only they were 
baptized in the Name ef the Lord Feſus.) 


Then laid they their Hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghoſt. And when Simon ſaw s 
that by the he” on of Hands the TI 29 5 


Was given — Acts viii. 


Mere was a certain Man in Cæſarea, calle | 


{ Cornelius, a Centurion of the Band, called the 
Italian Band: — while Peter yet ſpate theſe 


words, the Holy Ghoft fell on all them, [Corneli- 


us, with his Kinſmen and near Friends, V 24.] 
which heard the Word of God. And they of the 
Circumciſion were aſtoniſhed, as many as came 
ith Peter; becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo, 
avas poured out the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; for 
they heard them ſpeak with Tongues, wee” _ 
nify God. Acts x, 
Paul came to Epbeſus: and El certain 
Diſciples; be ſaid unto them, Have ye received 
be Holy Ghoft fince ye beli eved? And they ſaid 
unto him; We have not ſo much « as heard whether 


there be any Holy Ghoſt. — They were baptized 


4 E Name of the Eord TR” : and _ Paul 
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bat laid his Hands upon them the Holy Ghoſt 
came bn them, and they ſpake. with Tongues, 
and propheſied. And all the Men were about 
T ue Acts xix. nd N 


Ker if the Fatty, e in the Ac. of 
the Apoſtles, are true; it is impoſſible, in the 


Nature of Things, that the Evidence which 
the Apoſtles gave of the Truth and Certainty 


of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, ſhould be falſe. — 

And, that they are True is evident from theſe 
Prophecies, which went before concerning 
them. Had only one Prophet foretold them, 
this alone would have been ſufficient to prove 


them: but that ſo many different Prophets, in 
different times, ſhould foretell that God would, 


in an extraordinary Manner, pour out his Spi- 


rit upon all Fleſh, and create in them a new 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within them; 


and that theſe Predictions ſhould be fulfilled in 
the Days of the Apoſtles; and by them: This 


is Demonſtration that all this was the Wort gf 


God. For theſe are Axioms not to be gain- 
ſaid or denied — That the Prophetick Facul- 
ty is from God. And therefore he faith, She 
the Things that are to come hereafter, that we 


may = that ye are Gods *,—And, that every 
Prophecy, which foretells Things fo 0 and 


Fg 


_ * thy ah 23, See wh 3. b. VE dd 
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11 1 
which, in Ages afterwards, come to paſs, is real- 
iy true: from whence it demonſtratively fol- 
lows, that whatſoever Things are written afore- 
#ime, and foretold, and afterwards receive a 
Completion by the Event; thoſe Things the 
Lord hath ſpoken, and * 2 the _ 
hath done, 
But tho' we had not this fare: Ward of 
Prophecy, to prove that the Facts relating to 
the Deſcent of the Holy "Ghoſt are really 
true; yet it appears plainly that they are ſo, 
from the Intrinſic Evidence which they car- 
ry along with them; and from the External 
Evidence that is given of them; they being of 
ſuch a Nature, tending to ſuch an End ;— 
done in ſuch a Manner ;—attended- with ſuch 
Circumſtances ;—followed with ſuch great, 
wonderful, and glorious Effects, and. Conſe- 
_ quences; that, had they not been real Facts, 
done by the Finger of God; they would never, 
they could never, have been PIES on the 
World. oath 
For they are manifeſted, that they * de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil; and they did won- 
derfully deſtroy them; more rs wi 
2 and Kolatry, 


. Husti Demonſtratio E 3 p. 20, 21. 3 ii. 
Omnis Prophetia eſt verax, que prædixit res eventu deinde 
completas, Ax, iii, Omnis prophetica facultas a Deo eſt. 
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They were done in four of the largeſt Cities 
of that Part of the World; Jeruſalem, Sama- 
ria, Ceſarea, and Epbeſus. | 

At a Time: in Feruſalem, when Men out Ti 
every Nation under Heaven,were dwelling in 
it. Never perhaps was ſo great a Concourſe 
of different People gathered together in one 
Place; ſo that theſe Things were not done in a 
Corner, but moſt , openly; and are Deceivers 
wont to love the Light, or Darkneſs rather 
than Light, to do their evil Deeds in? 

Was this a Place, and Time, for ſuch an 
Impoſture to be. contrived, executed, carried 
on, brought to bear; and the Belief of it eſta- 
bliſhed in . the World, and never then, never 
ſince, diſcovered to be an Impoſture 3 

At a Time, farther, when not more than 
Fifty Days were accompliſhed, after the Reſur- 
rection. During which time, the chief Prieſts 
and Rulers of the Jews would, without doubt, 
have made diligent ſearch for the dead Body of 
Teſus; had they really thought it had been 
 flolen away, as they pretended. And yet the 
Apoſtles appear openly before them; appeal 
to their own Eyes and Ears; and boldly de- 
clare, and prove by Evidence not to be gain- 
ſaid or refiſted, that God had raiſed up Feſus: 
and they a at firſt take no hold of them. 


2 0 In 


— 
—— 


8 5 
In this Time,” in this Place, the Diſciples in 
a viſible, audible Manner receive the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt; by which they were enabled 
immediately to eat with other Tongues, as the 
Spirit g ave them Utterance. For after a ruſb- 
ing mighty Wind from Heaven, there appear- 
ed cloven Tongues like as f Fire, and it ſat up- 
on each of them, who are ſaid to be in Number 
no leſs than an Hundred and twenty. . 
Now here is an Appeal to the Eyes and n 
Ears not of One or Two, but of ſo great a 7 
Multitude, Some Things have appeared ſome - 
times to one or more, ſo ſtrange and unaccount- - 
able that they have ſaid they could ſcarce: be- 
lieve their own Eyes: tho' it is generally allowed 
that the Evidence of Sight is ſufficient, much 
more that. of Hearing added to it. — And as 
the Evidence of Senſe is often denied by others, 
even. by thoſe who have this Evidence; ſo it was 
at firſt in this very Caſe of the Reſurre#ion : 
for we read, that not only after he had ap- 
peared to the Women, the Apoſtles believed 
not. But that after he had appeared to the reſt - 
of the Apoſtles, Thomas ſtill continued faith- 


leſs — and that juſt betare his TOP, Ane > 
doubted. 


The Reſurrection of a dead Body is ſo 8 1 
above, yea contrary to the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature; ; that it is no wonder, they were not very 


apt 
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[14] 
apt to believe. They might continue to ſuſ- 
ped that there was ſome Deluſion,— to diſtruſt 
their own Eyes, to think bat they ſaw a Spi- 
rit, not the ſame Jeſus, whom they had fol- 
lowed, and whom they had ſeen crucified. 
Nay, after his A/cenfjon, had not the Holy 
Ghoſt come down from Heaven, upen them, 
they might ill have doubted, whether he was 
really received up into it, or not: and have ima- 
gined, as the Sons of the Prophets ſaid of Elijah, 
after he was carried up into Heaven in a fiery 
Chariot, That the Spirit of the Lord had only 
taten him up, and caſt bim down K 8 Jon 
Mountain, or into ſome Valley. 
Nay further; fince, as it appears, our Savi= 
our had, ſo often before his Reſurre#ion, and 
after it alſo, promiſed t be Comforter; and that 
they ſhould be endued with Power from on high; 
all the other Proofs he had given them, with- 
out this, would have been deficient ; and in- 
ſtead of believing him to have been a Prophet 
fent from God; upon the Non-performance of 
his Promiſe, they muſt have deemed him to 
have been a falſe Propbet. 
But now the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt be- 
ing the Performance of this Promiſe, a Com- 
pletion of his Prophecies, quite removed the 


55 leaſt 


| 51 
leaſt Remains of Doubt, and gave them nfal- 


lible Proof, that the ſame Teſus, whom they 


had followed and {cen crucified, was not only 
riſen from the Dead; but aſcended up inta 


Heaven; and fat down at the Right Hand of 


God. 

For they not only reftify 5 they bad beard, 
what they had ſeen with their Eyes, what they 
bad looked upon, and their Hands had handled; 
but. they ſpoke what they knew; knew by 
the inward Perception of their own Minds, 
as well as by their outward Senſes, —They could 
not but know that, before they received the 

Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, they could not; that, 
after they received it, they could, ſpeak . 
Languages. —That / we think, is an infallible 
Proof that we exiſt; even to thoſe who deny 
the Exiſtence of external Matter. The Apo- 


ſtles not only thought, but were verily aſſured 
that there was a real Change wrought in them, 


2 new Power or Faculty communicated to 


them : And of this they were as ſure, as they 


were of their own Exiſtence :— Their intellec- 


tual Powers, as well as their outward Senſes; 


their Underſtanding, their Reaſon, even for- 
ced them to believe; they were farther ſure that 
Feſus had commanded them, after his Reſur- 


OP. 70 preachitbe Goſpel 70 every Creature: $ 
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That he had promiſed to endue them with Power 
from on High, to enable them to do it: When, 
therefore, they were endued with this Power, 
they could want no further Conviction, that 
the ſame Feſus, whom they had follow'd be- 
fore his Crucifixion, who had repeated the 
Promiſe he had made before; again repeated 
it after his Reſurrection, was riſen indeed, and 
really was the Son of God. 

For it never could be ſuppoſed that God 
would have ſet this Seal, have given the Holy 
Ghoſt as a Witneſs of the Reſurrection of Fe- 
ſus; had he not riſen from the Dead. 

And as it appears to be utterly impoſlible in 
the Nature of the Thing, that the Apoſtles 
ſhould in this Caſe be deceived themſelves; fo 
it is equally impoſſible that they ſhould deceive 


others. 
For, that not only One or Two, but ſo ma- 


ny, who were ignorant, and known to be ig- 
norant Men; who underſtood not any, but 
their own Tongue wherein they were born; 
nor perhaps that, ſo as to ſpeak it fluently 
and well; and who were grown up too old to 
learn; ſhould at ſuch a Time, in ſuch a Place, 
ſpeak the Languages of all Nations; ſo as 
to converſe fluently and eaſily with them, in 
an Iaſtant, this was ſuch a Miracle as was not 

capable 


„ 
| capable of any Deluſion ; this was ſuch a Mi- 
racle as Eye had not ſeen, nor Ear heard be- 
fore ; nor could it enter into the Heart of Man, 
o conceive how it could be done by any ſecret 
Power of Nature; or to aſcribe it to any thing 
leſs than to the Almighty Power of God, This 
is the greateſt of Miracles; and a Completion 
of our Saviour's Promiſe to his Apoſtles; that 
they ſhould do greater Works than he had done. 
This was Demonſtration to the crucifying 
Few, as well as to the Apoſtles; as much, yea 
more convincing, than if Jeſus had come down _ 
from the Croſs; or ſhewn himſelf alive to them, 
after his Reſurrection. | 
For, had he appeared openly to the Fews, 
who had crucified him; they alſo might have 
been terrified and affrighted, and thought they 


had ſeen a Spirit.— This would have had all 
its Force at once, and ever after have been in 


a declining State; and the Impreſſion would 
have ſoon wore of : they might not have been 
perſuaded, and converted, Thb they had ſeen him 
ariſe from the Dead; but aſcribed it to the 
Power of evil Spirits (as they did his Miracles 
whilſt alive) who came to ſeduce them, 

Whereas this was an Appeal not only to the 
outward Senſes of Seeing and Hearing, of the 
Fews ; (as St. Peter ſaid unto them, which ye 

| D | now 
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now ſee and hear 2) but to the inward intellec- 
tual Powers of them, as well as of the Apoſtles: 
The Evidence, Gcd was pleaſed to give by the 
viſible Neſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and viſible, 
audible Effects of it, the ſpeaking with Tongues, 
&c. was a Proof leſs liable to Deluſion, and 
Contradiction; and more * ſatisfac- 
fory, and permanent. 

Put the Caſe; that Twelve poor Men did de- 
Clare to us; That a certain Perſon, whom we 
knew to be dead, was raiſed em the Dead; 


ve ſhould not believe it, But if theſe Twelve 


illiterate Men, whom we knew to be illi- 
terate, did appear at the Royal Exchange of the 
great City of this Kingdom; at full Change, 
amongſt the Merchants, come from all the 
Parts of the World, and trafficking” in it; 
ſhould ſpeak all their Languages, and converſe 
with them freely and inſtar taneouſly alſo; 
ſhould, farther, work Miracles in the ſame 
Place,— and before the ſame Company: and 
all this in Proof of what they declared, that 
this dead Perſon was riſen from the Dead: In 
this Caſe, ſhould we not? We ſhould, we could 
not but, believe them; and bee as s fully fatisfied 
r 


4. ” * * J 
* f | ; 
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[29] 
of the Truth of the Refurrection, which they 
teſtified, as if we ourſelves 11 ſeen it 6 8 

our own Eyes. 
For we know, how diffcult a Thing it 1 

to learn a Language, to ſpeak it fluently, "Wheh 
we are grown up, which we had not learned 
in our Childhood and Youth, To learn even 
one Language, how many Years are employed ? 
and how many are, there, incapable of ever 
learning it, fo as to ſpeak it well at all? 
But now, that ſo many, who were alto- 
gether unlearned, ſhould ſpeak all the Lan- 
guages of the Earth ; had only one done this, — 
but, that ſo many ſhould, — in an Inftant, — 
in the City of Feruſalem, — ſo ſoon after the 
ReſurreQion, — when it was filled with Stran- 
gers from every Nation under Heaven; — 
| and, further, work Miracles, —one in the Tem- 
ple; - which the Rulers themſelves acknovw. 
ledged to be @ notable Miracle indeed ; — 
fo manifeſt unto all that dwelt at Jeruſalem, — 
that they could not deny it *, All this was fuch à 
ſtrong, convincing Proof, —ſo much above all 
human, and diabolical Power; which nothing 
but the Finger of God coulla do: that it is 
no wonder it had immediately ſo great and 
glorious an Effect, as to convince Three—" Hive 
Acts iv. 1 = Adds ii. 41. iv. 4. 
D 2 ; Thou 


. 
- £ 
. 
. 
* 2 4 d 

I — — as _ 4 

-— __ "_ — — — — r . — 

— ay : — 5 


6 — ad; —— . ́ò 2 20 i — x —— — 2» ⁵⅛˙—- —— — — — — ——— — —— — 
. . we — — — ” 
— - 7 — 28 * 0 —— any 8 - >; 8 — 2 2 - — — _—— 
7 „F — 2 2 ends, 8 -—- . 2 wm di r EY; 
l 2 — 2 — 8 * 8 4 — Mc: : . 2 


? —- - — & = + . 1 . 3 — - . N * — 1 123 = — e . 
J 2 2 5 * 2. - — — 2 3 . - . . 8 a = . 5 80 : w_ 
bo 4 o * 8 > E * , N * — _ 3 * * ” 4 a he - 2 
——— - ana — eo __ — — | - - r 32 - 
£ * - ES Wn — — x 7 - — — 4 4 « A 2 N AED Ia VS - - \ — — — — P n * . — 
_ Fn * — — 1 8 * y- 2 OW, — 3 . < 7 N — 5 * - * 8 hy 5.5 * f - = 
rn © * * ba, — — — _ — ** — 7 A — A * * =” © © "00 iP o- — b = by mY b — 1 = 
: p * 2 © — LN 4 2 8 v 4 + >a — 
T — — * A l * — 4 o s — — age 5 a — 55 s 2 — . p : q - P RE AT — on 2 — 9 =_ 
wok —— 1 — - =_ 3 — — — . — — b & 4 _ — e . — 3 * "Ko — 1 * * - - =” bs 7 3 
1 p — — 2 4 . 8 1 1 — * Cx l . * - 4 - 8 
: LY. — ME". "If - - — — — 2 3 2 4 — 
—— 2 4 p b, 4 x >. 
— x by —_— 


* = — — 1 — 
—: - 
1 — 22 


- _ - — _ — 
N EIS . 
E * 5 
- —_—_ 
r Ei a, 
= _— — — 93 
5 4 ww OX — — 
- 7 4 - = 
* 2 


1.2 
Thouſand, — Which is in itſelf another Evi- 
dence of the Reality and Truth of this grand 
Fact; as it cannot be ſuppoſed that ſo many 
would have been converted at once, had not 
they been fully ſatisfied of the Truth of it; and 
had not the Holy Ghoſt, moreover, opened the 
Hearts of thoſe perſecuting Fews, who heard 
St. Peter's firſt Sermons. 
Farther, the Jews, by ſearching the Scri- 
ptures, might, if they were not already, have 
been convinced, that in the laſt Days, the 
Days of the Meſſiah, there ſhould be an extra- 
ordinary Effuſion of God's Spirit upon them; 
and therefore that which they then ſaw and 
heard, was to them more than ocular, auricu- 
lar Demonſtration. — The Argument from 
Prophecy, as well as from Miracles, ſerved 
mightily to confirm them in he Beli of 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. And it is 
worth obſerving, that Peter, nat only in his 
firſt Sermon, boldly appeals to the Eyes and 
Ears of the People; ſaying, Jeſus having re- 
cerved of the Father the Promiſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee 
and hear: but in the ſame Sermon he makes 
the ſame Promiſe unto them, ſaying, Repent, 
and be baßptixed, and ye ſhall receive the 
Gift of the Holy Goof ribs lame Gift which 
4 


in the Tem ple, 


[#1] 

ye now ſee and bear: For the Promiſe is unty 
you, and unto your Children®. ot 
And can it be ſuppoſed, he would thus bold- 
ly and openly have appealed to the People's 
Eyes and Ears, for the Truth of the Holy Ghoſt 
coming upon them; and giving them the Git 
of Tongues: if it had not been evident to their 
Senſes, that he, and others with him, had re- 
ceived the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt? or, that he 
would havepromiſed the ſame Gift unto.them, 
upon their Repentance and Faith; if he had 
not known aſſuredly that it would be given 
them? * „ 

And as this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was to 
the Jeus at Feruſalem, to whom the Goſpel 
was firſt preached ; ſo alſo to all thoſe who 
were afar off —and to the Gentiles alſo in the 
_ fartheſt parts of the Earth, a more convincing 
Proof, than if Feſus had taken a Turn or two 
For had he done ſo; and ſhewed himſelf a- 
live to all the Dwellers at Jeruſalem, and reſt- 
ed the Credibility of his Reſurrection upon this 


a AA Tus PO IS 
The Tettimony ariſing from the miraculous Communi- 
cation of the Spirit to Chriſtians at that Time, entirely re- 
moves the Objeclion from Chriſi's not appearing in public 

aſter his ReſurreCtion : For, had there been any Impoſture, 
it had been eaſier of the two, to have perſuaded People at a 


Evidence; 
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| = 
Evidence; this would have been, to all others, 
not only Gentiles, but Fews dwelling a far of, 
Traditional Evidence only (which our modern 
Deiſts ſo much deſpiſe) depending upon human 
Teſfimony.— And all other Nations might, at 
all times, with as much, nay with more Reaſon, 
have inſiſted on Jeſus's appearing unto them, 
than the Fews. Nay, not only the Romans, 
and all other Nations, but every particular Per- 
ſon, in every Nation (ſince it equally concern- 


ed every one; and every one had an equal 


Claim to it,) might have infiſted on this Proof. 


ut is it fit and reaſonable that Jeſus ſhould 


have condeſcended fo far to convince the Deiſt? 
If ſo, why then ſhould it not pleaſe God, to 
condeſcend ſo far, as to appear viſibly, to con- 
vince the Atheift, to render him without Ex- 


cuſe? In this Caſe, we ſhould not walk by 
Faith, but by Sight; and there would be no 


Virtue in believing; or in doing Good. 
But now the Way and Manner, in which God 


was pleaſed in his infinite Wiſdom, to order 
this grand Affair, is liable to leſs Objection and 


Diſtance, that he had appeared to the Jewiſh Rulers, or even 


to the Multitude, and yet had been rejected; than that he 
had given his Servants ſuch extraordinary Powers, ſince, bad 
this Aſſertion been falſe, every one might have been a Wit- 
neſs of the Falſhood of ſuch a e without the Trouble 
of going to Feruſalem. Dr. Doddridge on Aelrv. 33. 5 
n Ditficulties; 


[ 23 ] 


Difficulties ; more confiſtent with the Nature 


of Virtue and the Rewards of it; and more con- 
vincing and ſatisfactory to all Nations, to 
whom the Apoſtles. and firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel were ſent; than if they bad carried a 
Teſtimonial with them from the Chief Priefts 
and Rulers of the Fews, that Jeſus ſhewed 
himſelf alive after bis n on unto 
them. 

For they a their Evidence along with 
thinks ; human and divine Evidence. Their 


ſpeaking all Languages, — working Miracles; 


and openly conferring the Git of the Holy 


Gboſ, followed with viſible and ſuch wonder-, 


ful Effects upon their firſt Converts, only by the 


Impoſition of Hands and Prayer, was, in the 

Places afar of, as well as in Feruſalem, a De- 

monſtration of the Truth of what they 
preached unto them, Chriſi crucified, and 


raiſed from the Dead. 


Thus in Samaria, Cæſarea, the Place where | 


the Roman Governor reſided, they did not only 


give them the Witneſs of Men, but the Witneſs. 
of God. The Holy Ghoſt fell on them in theſe 
Places, as it did at Feruſalem; and produced 


the ſame viſible, audible Effects. — In Sa- 


maria; Simon Magus sAw that by the Lay- 


ing on of the Apoſtles Hands, the Holy Ghoſt 


Was 
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at gi ven . — In Czſarea, they of the Cir- 
cumcifion, that came with Peter, saw that 
on the Gentiles alſo was poured out the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and heard. them ſpeak with 
Tongues, and magnify God“. 

So that the Apoſtles not only exerciſed this 
Power from on High, themſelves; but they 
communicated it to others; toall the Churches. 

Nay, not only. the Apoſtles that were with 
Feſus ; but St. Paul, who had perſecuted the 
Church of God; upon his Converſion, was 
not only endued 40ith the Gift of the Holy 
Gb; but by him it was communicated unto 
others alſo. For thus we read; when Paul 
had laid bis Hands upon them, at Epheſus (one 
of the chief Cities of Aia) the Holy Ghoſt came 
on them, and they 11 with Ti ongues, and 
+ prophefied®. 5 ; 

And in his Epiſtle which he firſt writ to 
the Corinthians, he ſpeaks of this Power com- 
municated unto them. Yea, he has a large 
Diſcourſe upon it; in which he ſaies; To one is 
given by the Spirit —the Gift of Healing; — to 
another, the working of Miracles; — to another, 
| Prophecy ; ; to 9 divers kinds of Tt onguest, 


4 Acts vii. 18. 1 8 45, 46. 
F Acts xix 6. nk 5 Ch, xii 95 10. 


&c. | 
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Kd. And the xiv* Chapter is moſtly taken up 


with a Diſcourſe of the Gift of Tongues, a- 
mongſt W and K — to order it to 
Edification. 


And bean it be ſuppoſed, that any one 1n- — 


Wits would have written an Epiſtle to any 
Body of Men; wherein he not only ſpeaks of 
himſelf; as having the Gift of Tongues; but of 
their {peaking with diverſe kind of Tongues; as 


common and frequent i in their Public Aſſem- 


blies; if it had not been common and Saat 
amongſt them? 


And: it is ene that he ſays unto. 


thaw, that in every thing they were enriched in 
_ all-Utterance; and in all K nowledge, /o rhe. 


they came behin{ (other Churches) in no Gift >, 


Which is a plain Intimation, that other 
Churches had the ſame Gift of the Holy Gooſe. 
communicated unto them alſo O- 

And ſo it ſeems evident, that the W 


of Galatia, of Epheſus, of Coloſſe, of Tbeſſa- 
lonia had the Manifeſtations and Communi- 


cations of the Holy Ghoſt amongſt them i. 


St. _ mn of San in ur 8 | 


Ser 
Gal. ii. 2 . Eph. i i. 135 14. iii. 7. iv. 7785 Col. 


* 


i. 29. iii. 16. 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 6. See * HWhitby's Ge- 


nent Preface to the Epiſtles. 
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: [46 ] 
ral, as having the Un#ion of rb We 
"— of the Spirit -.. 419, 

And the Author of the Epiſtle. to: the Hes: 
wil appeals to the Witneſs of God amongſt 
them, God alſo braring them Witneſs (that 
heard the Lord) Borh with Signs: and Wonders, 
and with divers Miracles, and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft.—And, laſtly, he fpeaks of all Chri- 
ſtians in general as M node ene of __ 
Hoh Ghoſt". oe? 

And it is no ſmall o 0 of this 4 
count that St. Clemens, in his Firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians ys Wn lis e 
e xvoig ti œamcdag e pio m, There was a plentiful 
Effufion of the Holy Ghoft upon them all. As St. 
Paul concludes his Second Epiſtle tothem with - 
this Petition, —T he IA of the * 
Ghoſt be with you all. N 

And now, can it be ſappoſtd, chat if. 
ferent Perſons (one of whom was not a 
Follower of Jeſus whilſt he was upon the 
Earth, but a Perſecutor of his Diſeiples,) at 

different Times, ſhould write to different 
Churches, in diſtant Parts of the Earth; and 
all of them agree together in Geclaring, in ap- 


Bo 1 John i ii. 20, 27. Febr ii. 4. vi. 4. See Dr T 
TVhitby's general Pretace to the Epiſtles. 
" Cap. lt, 117 5 9 


5 3 pealing 


[27] 
pealing to the Churches 


rene 


Epiſtles ;, that they therſclves had the 2:8 
Ton gues, and the Power of Working Miracles ; 


E given ſufficient Evidence of their having 


this Power; — and that they had alſo commu- 


nicated this miraculous Power unto others; un- 


to ſeveral of thoſe who were Members of the 
Churches to which they wrote; if they had 


not really ſhewn. forth this Power themſelves, 


and been inſtrumental i in ee it to 


others alſo?̃ 


. To ſuppoſe this, is to unge them nal of 
Reaſon, yea of Common Senſe, to contradict 
the very End they aimed at; to deſtroy that 
which they had endeavoured o build up: and, 
inſtead of confirming their new Converts in the 


Faith of Cbriſt, they would have taken the 


moſt effectual Way they could take, to make 
them fall away from it. | 

For, might they not, would they. not, u havo | 
juſtly faid ; What do - theſe Deceivers mean? 


They pretend, in their Letters to us, to have 


had the Git of Tongues, and to have wrought | 
Miracles amongſt us: and to have commu- 


nicated the ſame Gift unto us;  Where- 


as. there is no ſuch Thing. done by any of 


us; neither did they any ſuch Thing amongſt 
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They are therefore fooliſh, and falſe Decei. 
pers: and that Story, which they told us, of 
one Jeſus, who was dead, and whom they affirm- 
ed to be alive, is nothing but an egregious —_ 
an arrant Cheat and Impoſture. Ef 

But now the Way which God took to con- 
vince the World, was not liable to theſe Ob- 
jections: It was not only to the eus and Pro- 
felytes then dwelling at Feruſalem; but to the 
moſt diſtant Nations, to whom the Apoſtles 
went and wrote, the moſt convincing Evidence: 
It was not only the Witnefs of Men; but the 
Witneſs of God, which is infinitely greater. 

And after divine Teſtimony, it is inſignifi- 
cant, it is really trifling, to try, to accuſe, to con- 
demn the V. itneſs of Men; — to object the ſeem- 
ingly different Accounts, which the Nomen, 
and the Apoſtles (be fore they had the Holy Gh 
given them, and were led into all Truth by 
im) gave of the Appearances of Feſus, after 
his Reſurrection. Their Accounts are not ſa. 
agreeing, as to give the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect 
a fraudulent Combination: and yet ſo agreeing 
and harmonious, that no material Differ= 
ence is to be found in them. What if we 
could not eaſily reconcile them; and there 
might be room for cavilling, efpecially with 
thoſe who are diſpoſed to cavil? Yet the Wis- 
neſs 


. 


! 
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nefs of the Holy Ghoſt'is' greater than all Con- 
tradition, and Oppoſition: The Foundation of 
God ftandeth ſure, and is not to be ſhaken by 
the Power of Men, or of Devils. Great is the 
Truth, and will prevail; and the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
Gad in his infinite Wiſdom thought ft, in 
the beginning of the new World, when the 
whole. Earth was of one Language, and of one 
Speech; to confound their Language, ſo t that 
1 might not under ſtand one another n. * 
I This Account is objected againſt, as a Thing ü 
incredible and unaccountable, by the — Wt 
97 Revelation vw. 
Now tho' no Account had, could have, * 
given of this part of Moſes's Hiſtory in the be- 
ginning: Vet in the latter Days, the Days of 
the Meęſſiab, a good Account is to be given of it, 
and great Reaſon given for it.— Had not God 
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» Gen. xi. 
The Author of Chriftianity as old as the Creation, here 
ſcoffingly ſays: Same think that this Author did not know 
the Reaſon of the neceſſary Variety of Language, upen the 
Inereaſe of Mankind. (p. 254.) The great Dr. Waterland 
vindicates Moſes's Account (Scripture vindicated, p. 40. Þ 
An anonymous Author is pleaſed to vindicate the above- 
ſaid Reflection. Upon this, the very learned Dr. Chap- 
man excellently well anſwers this Author: And has _ wil 
received no Anſwer. See his Tracts upon Prim. Antig. p. 1 
. | | | = 
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| thought fit to confound, but to continue one 
Speech," ane Language, upon the Earth, after 


the Flood (as it was, as far as we know, be- 
fore it) there might have been no Occaſion for 
the Apaſtles and firſt Chriſtians ſpeaking with 


diverſe Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utte- 
rance. And then we ſhould have wanted this 
 Teftimony of. the Spirit, for the Truth of the 
Reſurrection of Feſus. God foreſaw this, and 
fo early and effectually provided againſt it. 


Thus, tho' Clouds and Darkneſs are round a- 


bout him; yet Righteouſneſs and Judgment, 
Foreknowledge and Wiſdom are tbe Habitation 
of bis Throne ; and thoſe Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, which ſeem to usſhort-fighted Creatures, 
the moſt unaccountable and Spent; will, 


either here or hereafter, appear infinitely wiſe 
and juſt, wonderful and glorious. 

It appears then plainly, that the Witneſs of the 
Holy Ghoſt (by which is meant, not an inward 


Teſtimony of the Spirit, in the Senſe of ſome 
modern Enthufiaſts, but the Power of the Spirit, 


which Believers received, and were conſcious of 


receiving, and which were ſeen by themſel ves and 


others in the Effects that followed) was not only 
to the Jews, and Dwellers at Ferſualem; but to 
the Gentiles, that were afar of, ſufficient and in- 
fallible.— But to this it is anſwered, “That if 
de the 


[ 31 ] 
« the Firſt Ages ſaw all theſe Wonders, it, 
c ſhe ws at leaſt, that this ſtrong Evidence was 
46 neceſſary to create Belief .in them; but 


C qhat is that to us, who have it not? To this, 


it is, well replied—* That to allow. the Evi-. 
« dence to have been good in the Firſt Ages, 
cc and not in this; ſeems a Contradiction to the 


I {till urged by the Unbelievers, ſaying; i, they 
had lived in thoſe Ages, if they had ſeen with. 


been faithleſs but belteving. And this is their 
laſt Effort, their main Plea for Infidelity. I 


proceed therefore to ſnew more largely, that 


as this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was, to the 


Jeus and Gentiles then living, when it was 


firſt given; ſo alſo, to ſucceeding Ages, to 
us who are now living, demonſtrative Evidence. 


Had the Hiſtory of theſe Things been on- 
ly written by one Man; as the Hiſtory of the 


Creation, of the Redemption of the Children 


been more room. for Objection, * 


But it pleaſed God, to order it. otherwike' ts | 


inſpire different Perſons, who at different times, 
upon different Ocagſions, ſhould write to differ. 


3 3 190. the Witneſſes, p · 86. 109. 
* ent 


ä nas aig — — — — — ¶ů ¶ů — 


« Rules of Reaſoningo.— However, ſince it is 


their own Eyes, and heard with their own Ears 
theſe wonderful Works, they might not have 


of Iſrael out of Ægypt, and the Law of Meſes, 
were only written by him; there might have 


2 * 277 0 
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ent Chiirches in diſtant Parts of the World ; , 


the Hiſtory of the Life, Death, Narr. 
Aſcenſon of Feſus; — the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the 1 4 and Fig N -—xregh 


would never, it could never, have ene vid 
the Heart of Man uninſpired to conceive ; the 
moſt excellent Rules of Practice; which ne- 
ver Man, the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers, ſpoke, 


or Writ like unto; in an harmonious Agree- 
ment, with a noble Simplicity, and awful Gra- 
y of Narration: This carries along with it 


the Marks of the divine Original and Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, and of the divine 
Truths contained in them. - 


- Theſe Holy Scriptures have been received by 


all Nations from the Beginning; and Bel I 


ed into moſt of the ancient learned Languages, 
And how is it poſſible, that they ſhould ever 


Have gained ſo eaſy and general a Reception, 


if they had not been written by them, whoſe . 
Names they bear; and the Facts related in 
them been really true ? The particular Facts 
occaſionally mentioned in them are confirmed 
by cotemporary Authors with them. 


The Ads ef the Apoſtles, in particular, | 


written by St. Luke, was never gainſaid by: +. 
© 
' See Lord 5 Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory. 


Writer, 


: 
v 
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Writer, Yewiſh or Heathen, as far as we find. 


It is cited by St. Clemens a, whoſe Name is 
in the Book of Life; by Papias, Cotemporary 
with the Apoſtles; by Polycarp, who was St, 
Fobn's Diſciple; and almoſt epitomized by J. 
renæus, who was a Diſciple of St. Polycarp, and 
whoalſo cites Texts from almoſt all the Ep iſtles. 
And the Texts of the other Parts of the New 
Teſtament are cited by the ſucceeding Writers 
of the Chriſtian Church, from the beginning, 


And is not this ſatisfactory Evidence of the 


Truth of the Facts contained in them? Never 
were any other Facts in profane Hiſtory: ſo 


well atteſted, by ſo great a Cloud of Wit- 


neſſes. 


But the Fats of the Crucifixion, the Reſur- 


rection, the Aſcenſion of  Feſus, and the De- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles at 


Feruſalem, in particular; have this farther 


Evidence of the Truth and Certainty of them: 
That there have been Days kept annually ever 
fince ; external public Actions performed in 
Remembrance, in Imitation of them, in the 
holy Cburch, throughout the World, from the 
Beginning, Y 
he Apoſtles, to preſerve the Hiſtory of bis 
Life, and to ſecure their Accounts of him from 


4 Dr, N bithy s Preface to the Act, of the Apoſtles, 
See Lardner $ en, &c. Vol. ii, iii, &c. 
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ce Error and Oblivion, — appropriated certain 


« which they had related concerning him. 'The 
ce firſt Day of the Week was, in all its Returns, 
ce a perpetual Memorial of his Reſurrection, as 
„ the devotional Exerciſes, adapted to Friday 
ce and Saturday,were to denote to all Ages, that 
c he was crucified on the one of thoſe Days, and 
ce that he reſted in the Grave on the other, You 
ee may apply the ſame Remark to ſeveral of the 
ce annual Feſtivals, inſtituted by the Apoſtles 
« themſelves in Memory of the moſt important 
« Particularsinour Saviour's Hiſtory ; to which 


cc we muſt add the Sacraments, and many of 


« thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, which obtained 
«-jn the moſt early Times of the Church *.” 
Thus, that the Paſſion Week, Good Friday 


in particular, was kept in Remembrance of 
Chrifi's Crucifixion*: That Eaſter was ob- 


ſerved in Remembrance of his Reſurrection, i 18 
too evident and notorious to need Proof with 
any that bave the leaſt Knowledge of Chriſtian 
Antiquities, It 1s certain alſo, that the Feaſt 


of Pentecoſt was obſerved very early in the 


C Addiſon's Poidence of the Chriſtian Religion. Sect.  * 
The Engliſh Reader may receive full Satisfaction 57 
n * s Orig, Eccleſiaſt. Lib. xx. 


Primitive 


[35] _ | 
Primitive Church, in Remembrance: of the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles. 
Tertullian, Origen», St. Auſtin*, and before 


u © O melior fides nationum in ſuam ſectam: quæ nullam 


© ſocietatem Chriſtianorum ſibi vindicat ! non Dominicum 
< Diem, non Pentecoſtem, etiam fi noſſent, nobiſcum com- 
e municaſſent; timerent enim ne Chriſtiani viderentur; 
« nos, ne Erhnici pronunciemur, non veremur. De 222 
e 2 5 

Where it is obſervable, that Tertullian ſpeaks of the Feaſt 
of Pentecoft only, as equally obſerved with the Lord's Day; 
and of the Obſervation of it as a Sign of their being Chri- 
"I who did, of their being Heathens who did not, ob- 
lerve it. hy | | 


Again he ſays, © Hunc fi nulla Scriptura determinavit, 


c certè conſuetudo corroboravit, quæ fine dubio de tra- 


ce ditione manavit: Quomodò enim uſurpari quid poteſt, 


< fi traditum priùs non eſt? Die Dominico jejunium nefas 
* ducimus, vel de geniculis adorare: eadem immunitat 


c a die Paſche, in Pentecaſtem uſque gaudemus.“ De Coron. 


GS | 


ag n R⏑,Euur, M WHEKTKEVWY, '1 Tv ac, 1 ThE 
werricogne Of yurgwy yiourrs, Orig. contra Celſ. L. viii. 
p. 392. Where Origen, anſwering Celſus inviting the 
Chriſtians to obſerve their Feaſts, plainly intimates, that 
they had Holy Days of their own : parcicularly the Lord's 
Day, Eaſter, and the Feaſt of Pentecoſt; and that the 
Oblervance of theſe Days was known to the Heathens. 


* Illa quz non ſcripta, ſed tradita,  cuſtodimus, que - 


quidem toto terrarum orbe obſervantur, datur intelligi, vel 
ab ipſis Apoſtolis, vel plenariis Conciliis, quorum in Ec- 
_clefia ſaluberrima authoritas, commendata atque ſtatuta re- 
tineri: ſicut quod Domini Paſſio, et Reſurrectio, et Aſcenſio 
in cœlum, et adventus de ccelo Spiritus S. anniverſaria 
ſolennitate celebrantur. S. Aug. Ep. 118. ad Januarium. 
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them Trenzus?, in particular mention it: And 
they (two of them, atleaſt) ſpeak of its univer- 


ſal Obſervation amongſt Chriſtians; and from 
thence argue for its being derived from the 


Apoſtles, and obſer ved in their Time. 

And indeed how is it poſſible in the Nature 
of the Thing, that it ſhould ever have been 
obſer ved in the whole Church throughout the 


World, if it had not been obſerved by the 


Apoſtles? or that the Apoſtles themſelves ſhould 


ever have impoſed the Obſervance of theſe Days 


upon the Chriſtian World, if they had not 
given theChriſtians ſatisfactory Evidence, of the 


e Truth of that Fact, in Memory of which theſe 


Days were kept? Theſe Fads being ſaid to be 
done moſt publickly 3 in the Eye of the World, 
and theſe Days being kept 1n Commemoration 
of them from the beginning; ; make it yiterly 
impoſſible* . | 
The Jews keep to this Day the Feaſt of the 


Paſſer | in weed of God's Paſing 


2 


Y Ex rb ene, Greer y dude den att | 
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AvD H, ty TO veel T rναπν Ao W, % @ ui x 
weg rue werlnuog ne, £V M & KNοαeh¶gNovv, eneidn cd 
aue TH nate THS KYOIGHYS3 NET THY ne αα˖ e wth; 
E J. Mart. S et Reſp. ad Orthad. 115, Where 
it is obſervable, chat the! Feaſt of Peter is put, on qual 
K ooti with the Lord's Day. 

2 5 * S Short Method, 
over 


1371. 
vver the Children of 1/ael, and of their mi. 


raculous Deliverance out of Egypt, by tlie 
Hands of Moſes. No it is not to be conceived, 
that the Belief of Facts recorded, and faid to 
be done in ſo open and notorious a Manner, be- 
fore ſo great a Multitude, and the Remem- 
brance of them kept up by an annual Obſer- 
vation from that Time until this Day, ſhould 
ever have obtained, if the Facts had not been 
really done. | 
The Jeu headlines ah thing 
and from their annual Obſervation: of the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover, ſhew that they believe that 
the Account which we read in the Books if 
Moes, is true. 
' Why then ſhould they not ly believe 
the Truth of the Deſcent. of the Holy. Ghoſt 
upon the Apoſtles? ſince this was done, and 
the Effects of it, in no leſs open, viſible, and 
notorious Manner; more miraculous Effects at- 
tending and following it, and a Day kept 
in Remembrance of it from the Beginning, 
throughout the Chriſtian World. Nay, the 
Argument in the latter Caſe is ſtronger than in 
the former, having ſeveral collateral Evidences 
attending it. The Jeus only - obſerving 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, whereas Men of every 
Nation under Heaven have from the Beginning 


Ne Eafter and Whisfuntide in 2322 
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brance of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and of the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, upon his Apoſtles. 

It reſts upon the Deiſts to prove how theſe 
things could be, if the Holy Ghoſt did not really 
dieſcend upon the Apoſtles, and the Lord Je- 
ſus is not riſen indeed. 

To make this Argument ſtil more plain, — 
The 3oth of January is annually obſerved 
in this Nation, in Remembrance of King 

Charles I. being openly at Noon-day beheaded 
at his'own Palace-Gate, ih the great City of 
this Kingdom, before all the Inhabicants of it. 
Now is it poflible in the Nature of the 
thing, that this Day ſhould ever now be ob- 
ſerved by us, if it had not been obſerved ſoon 
after the Fa& was committed, in the Manner 
it is? or, that it ſhould have been thus 
obſerved; if this unparalleled Act of Wick- 
edneſs had not been committed ? Is. not 
every one now living as much convinced of 
the Truth and Certainty of the Fact, as if he 
had ſeen it with his own Eyes; will not future 
Generations be equally convinced, as long as 
the annual Obſervation of the Day in the 
ſame religious Manner is kept up? Or, that, if 

the Thing had never been done, the Belief 
of it, or religious Obſervation of the Day, 
ſhould ever be impoſed upon any future Ge- 
nerations, that may dwell in our Lands? and 
much 


( 39 J 
much leſs, upon the Nations, that may dwelt 
tn different diſtant Parts of the World? 

And is it not equally impoſſible, that the re- 
ligious Obſervation of Eaſter and Witſuntide 
ſhould ever have been impoſed upon the Chri- 
ſtian World, if the Facts, in Remembrance of 
which they are annually * had not really 
been done ? 

Another Argument for the Reality of this 

Fact, may be taken from the Laying on of the 
Apoſtle's Hands, in order to receive the Gift 

of the Holy Ghoſt, —We read in the A#s of 
the Apoſtles, that this Gift was promiſed not 
only to the Fews, but to the Gertzles*; not 
only to the Firſt Chriſtzans, but unto them 
that were afar off, unto as many as the Lord 
our God ſhall call, though not to enable them 
to work Miracles, and to ſpeak with Tongues; 
yet to regenerate, to ſandify them, to help 
their Infirmities, and to enable them to do the 
Will of God; that through the Luying on of 
the Apoſtles Hands, this Gift was communi- 
cated unto others; and that after the Doctrine of 
Baptijms, this alſo of the Laying on of Hands 

(now called Confirmation) is by the Apoſtle, 
to the Hebrews®*, reckoned a Foundation, a 

firſt Principle of the Doctrine of Chriſt, ne- 

ceſſary for thoſe that would go on unto Per- 

eren 
N Acts ii. 39. * Heb. iv. 15 2. 
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- From this Original ©, we find that the Biſhops 
of the Church, 200 the Beginning, did uſe 
this holy Rite, perform this external Action, 
laid Hands upon baptixed Chriſtians, that they 
might receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
renewing, * Rrengthening Graces of 
him. 

But now could ever ſuch an external Aclion as 
this have been begun, and continued in the 
Church, throughout the World, down to out 
Time, as a Means whereby to invoke and in- 
vite the Graces of the Holy Spirit upon thoſe 
2ho publickly received the Impoſition of Hands, 
after the Example of the Apoſtles, if the A- 
poſtles had not given this Example, according 
as we read in the Ads of the Apoſtles? _ 

Farther, from the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, and thoſe delivered by our bleſſed 
Saviour in the New, recited in the Entrance of 
this Diſcourſe, we learn that this Git of the 
© See Bingham, B. xii. c. 3. $6. I ſhall only take No- 
tice of one Evidence for this Practice. The Reader that 
defires more, may conſult Bingham, above. 

Quia legitimum er eccleſiaſticum baptiſma conſecuti fue- 
runt, baptizari eos ultrà non oportebat, tantummodo quod 
deerat, id a Petro et Joanne factum eſt; ut oratione pro eis 
habita, & manu impoſita, invocaretur, etinf underetur ſuper eos 
Spiritus. Quod nune quoque apud nos geritur, ut qui in Ec- 
cleſiis baptizantur Præpoſitis ecclefiz offerantur, et per 


noſtram orationem er manũs impoſitionem Spiritutn ſance 
tum conſequantur. Cyprian. * ad Jubaian. Ep. Ixxiii, 


| os. Ed. Ox. 
P- 3 Holy 
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| Holy Ghof Was a Completion of theſe Prophe- 


cies; and therefore this is as good Evidence to 
us, as it was to thoſe who lived in the Times 
of the Apoſtles; ſince we, as well as they, may, 


with the noble Beræans, ſearch the Scriptures to 


fee if theſe things are ſo, or no; and upon the 
moſt diligent Search, we ſhall find that they 
are ſo. 


The laſt Argument I ſhall urge for the Proof 
of this Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 


Apoſtles and Firſt Chriſtians, is the miraculous 
Propagation of the Goſpel, and the extra- 
ordinary Change in the Lives of thoſe who 
firſt profeſſed it ; which is the Conſequence 
and the Effect of this heavenly Gift. 


Such an Effect could only be produced by 
ſuch a powerful Cauſe. The Apoſtles, poor 
ignorant Men, could never have preached tbe 


_ Goſpel to every Creature, at all; much leſs fo 
quickly, and with ſo great Succeſs: if they 
had not ſpoke to them, ſo as to be underſtood 
by them, as the Spirit gave them Utterance, 
and worked other Miracles before them. 

.. Eſpecially if we conſider, what was the Goſ- 


pel they preached ; that Chrift crucified, was 
declared to be the Son of God with Power, by the 
Reſurrection from the Dead; and other myſte- 
rious Truths, which Fleſh and Blood had not, 
could not, reveal unto them; that the Doc- 
a G . trine 


[42] 
trine of Morality they preached, was a Doc- 
trine moſt contrary to Fleſh and Blood; to 
the natural Luſts and Paſſions of Men; to 
their ſettled Habits, and moſt inveterate Pre- 
judices; and to all the Maxims and Faſhions 
of the World; moſt repugnant to all the eſta- 
bliſhed Religions, without the Afſiſtance, againſt 
the Powers of it, yea maugre all their Reſiſt- 
ance. | 

This Poctrine they begun to preach at Je- 
ruſalem, and in the firſt Sermons tmmediately 
converted Three, Five, thouſand : They diſperſe 
themſelves through all the Quarters of the 
Earth; Eaft, Weſt, North, and South; ſo 
that all Ha, and a great Part of Europe 
and Africa, quickly heard the Word of God ; 
they ſucceed; and made many Converts every 
where; and in a very ſhort Time eſtabliſh 
Churches at Rome, and other the greateſt Ci- 
ties in the World ; prevailed with great Multi- 
tudes to profeſs, to confeſs, the Religion of 
Jeſs, and to ſubmit to his Laws: /o mightily 
grew the Word of | God and prevailed under 
their Miniſtry, 
The Propagation af. the Goſpel did not 
die with them; but {till increaſed and multi- 
plied, and repleniſhed the Earth; inſomuch that 
Tertullian, who lived in the Second, and be- 
ginning of the Third Century, ſays, in his Apo- 
logy to the ruling Ferteutats: : ce "WF 


[ 43] 
ee We are but of Yeſterday, and by to Day 


« are grown up, and overſpread your Empire, 
ee your Cities, your Iſlands, your Forts, Towns, 
_ « Aſſemblies; and your very Camps, Wards, 
« Companies, Palace, Senate, Forum, all 
« ſwarm with Chriſtians —We could make a 
« terrible War upon you, without Arms; for 
e if ſuch a numerous Hoſt of Chriftians 
« ſhould retire from the Empire, into ſome re- 


'*© mote Region of the World, the Loſs of fo 


« many Men of all Ranks and Degrees, would 
« leave an hideous Gap.—You would ſtand 
« aghaſt, at your Deſolation, and be ſtruck 
dumb at the general Silence and Horror of 


Nature, as if the whole World was de- 


te parted d. 
We have no Reaſon to think, that Tertul- 
lian exaggerates; if we conſider that Pliny 


writ his Epiſtle to Trajan concerning the Chri- 


ſtians in the Vear 104, almoſt an hundred 
Vears before Tertullian is ſuppoſed to have 
written his Apology (in the 7th of Severus, 
A. D. 200.) Pliny was Governor of Pontus 


and Bythinia; and ſeeing vaſt Multitudes of 


Chriſtians indicted by others, and preſſing on 


of themſelves, to Execution; that to puniſh all 


acknowledging themſelves Chriſtians, would 


in a great meaſure lay waſte Provinces ; 


d hol. c. xxxvii. The Tranſlation is Mr. Reeves's. 
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[4] 
amongſt other Things in favour of them writes 
thus: The Caſe ſeemed to me worthy of 

5 Conſultation ; eſpecially, conſidering the 
<« great Numbers in danger; for many of all 
e Ranks, Ages, and Sexes will be called in 
| £& Queſtion: The Contagion of this Super- 
s ſtition having overſpread not only Cities 
« and Towns, but Country Villages — The 
« 'Temples almoſt left deſolate - The holy 
* Solemnities almoſt neglected - The Sacri- 
2 fices found but few to purchaſe them ©,” 
Now that in about Seventy Years after the 
Death of Chriſt (for it was about that Time 
from his Death to Pliny's writing his Epiſtle 
to the Emperor Trajan) a Religion, whoſe 
Author was a poor Man, /o poor that he bad 
not where to lay his Head; and whoſe Death 
was the moſt infamous, for he was hanged on a 
Tree; whole Miniſters that propagated it, were 
alſo poor Men, of no Education, Learning, 
Art, or Addreſs; whoſe Doctrines were not 
(like thoſe of Mabomet) the Doctrines of Fleſh | 
and Blood ; but moſt contrary to them ; felf- 
denying, ſelf-abaſing Doctrines; whoſe Pro- 
miſes, Hopes, and Expectations, were not of 
1 World ; not the Riches, the Honours, the 
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Molt erm omnis ætatis, c. Ep. 97. 
f See Echard's E cel aflical Hi iftory 6 and Chroneleg at the 
bad of it. 


Pleaſures, 
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Pleaſures, the Glories of it; but Poverty, 


Shame, and Diſgrace; yea moreover Bonds 
and Impriſonments, and ſundry Kinds of Death, 
the moſt inhuman, cruel, and barbarous; not 
countenanced and ſupported by the wwz/e and the 


noble, the rich and great Ones of the Earth ; 


but had in Scorn and Deriſion by them: not 


in the darker Ages, but when Learning and Po- 


liteneſs were in their Meridian: not, in ſhort, 
_ propagated, but perſecuted by the Sword: 


That ſuch a Religion as this ; under all 


theſe great Diſadvantages, ſhould, without the 
divine Aſſiſtance, in ſo ſhort a Time, ſo migbti- 


'y grow and prevail over the greateſt part of 


the Roman Empire, is one of the moſt incre- 
dible Things of the World, 

And this Argument, from the miraculous 
Propagation of the Goſpel, for the Truth of 
the Gif? of the Holy Ghoſt to the firſt Preach» 

ers, and firſt Profeſſors of it, is mightily 
ſtrengthened, if we conſider the mighty In- 
fluence and Effect it had upon them; ſo as to 
make them not only to change their outward 
Profeſſion, but to work an inward Change in 
them; to make them not only to leave Poly- 
theiſm, and Idolatry, and to forſake the out- 
ward Way of Worſhip, they, and their Fore- 
Fathers had immemorially been accuſtomed 
o; but to work in them an inward Change of 


Mind; 


* — 
485 — 
3 — — mu — 


Kr? 
& 
: 1 
4 * 
KH 
$38 
7 
15 1% 
a ” 
* * 
Pp M 
b Fy 
h l 1 
” 
. " 
100 
13 
- £88 
1 
„ 
1 
4 % * 
79 F 
>; 
BY. 
4 . 
. 
vi 
"Ei 
=_ 
x , 
"4 : * 7 
1 ** 
= 
9 4 
1 * 
15 N 
* 0 
% 74 ; 
„ * 
t3 
Þ 
= 
+ {4 
Ti x 
l | 
= 
N 
& ' \ 
| 0 ' 
# 
11 
: £ 
+ 1 
*. 
C 
Li 
. 


_ a 2 — —— - 
S FE 
n 3 


. ns 
o ol bd 
, 1 »; ati AZ 
” * 8 4 * 8 « 
Ad; a, 1 5 * — — 

8 IPA . — Phd — ä — —— 

NN IE — — — — — —— Dee 2 — — | _ > 
> ens Pp =” SN »©P 5 wr — * 2 „ —_ - 5 i 4 1 N 2 * 
* . - 


Ha [ 46 ] 5 
Mind; to ſanctify, to purify their corrupt Na- 
tures, to reform their Manners, to make them 
new Creatures; and of the greateſt of Sinners, 
to become quickly Saints indeed in whom was 
no Guile : This, I ſay, adds new Force to the 
Argument we are upon; ſince nothing leſs 

than the Holy Spirit of God could work ſuch 
a ſudden and extraordinary Change in Man, 
That in fact there was ſuch a wonderful 
Change wrought in the firſt Chriſtians is evident 
from the Writings of the Apoſtles, - of the 
Primitive Fathers, —and of the very Heathen 
Writers themſelves, who bear Witneſs to the 
Innocency, to the Holineſs of the Lives of Chri- 
ſtians. E 
I ſhall only give the Reader two or three 
- Teſtimonies to this purpoſe, to the Honour of 
the Primitive, and Shame of Modern Chri- 
14 ſtians. 55 3 5 
Fuuſlin Margyr in his Apology thus deſcribes . 
them We who heretofore gave ourſelves 
& a looſe to Women; now ſtrictly contain 


o 8 ING uty mog vet x¹eο⁰rfeg, &c. P- 61. Ed. Co- 
lon. 1686. Dh 


This is Mr. Reeves's Tranſlation, who in his Note upon 
it ſays, © This wonderful Change in Manners, is oſten ap- 
“ pealed to, by the Primitive Converts: And that Men fo 

ce long bent to Luſt and Paſſion, ſhould be ſer upi ight in 

& a Moment; I look upon esa Miracle in Morality : For 

de nothing but the mighty Grace of God, and the brighteſt 

Hopes of Future Happineſs, could prevail with Men, 

« within 
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« within the Bounds of Chaſtity: we who de- 


« yoted ourſelves to Magic Arts; now con- 
« ſecrate ourſelves entirely to the good unbe- 
« gotten God: we who loved nothing like our 


« Poſſeſſions; now produce all we have in 
« common, and ſpread our whole Stock before 


« our indigent Brethren: we pray for our 


© Enemies; and all our Returns for Evil, are 
ce but the gentleſt Perſuaſives to convert thoſe 


« who unjuſtly hate us; that living up to the 
« ſame virtuous Precepts of Chriſtianity,” &c. 

To the ſame Purpoſe Tertullian in his Apo- 
logy b, and Athenagoras e. And is it to be ſuppoſ- 
ed that all theſe Apologiſis would have appeal- 
ed to their very Perſecutors for the Innocency, 


the Holineſs of the Lives of Chriſtians; if they 


had not been Innocent and Holy? If ſo, they 

would have diſſerved the Cauſe, they endeavour- 
ed to defend, - ; 

This Purity of the Chriſtian Religion conti- 


nued till the time of Lactantius, who thus 


ce thus to embrace the Chriſtian Faith at the certain Ex. 


« pence almoſt of their Lives, and from the bittereſt Ene- 
mies and lewdeſt of Men, to become the moſt lovin 

© forgiving, and chaſteſt People in the World.” c. 17. 
And in another Note, c. iiii. p. 20. He ſays, The 


Lives of the Primitive Profeſſors were one of the great- 


<< eſt and moſt ſenſible Arguments, that by degrees ſubdued 
the Heathen World to Chriſtianity.” e e 


> Particularly c. xxxix. p. 31, 2. Athen. Leg. p. 2. 


elegantly 


40 


cc 


Wn] 

_ elegantly deſcribes the wonderful Change it 
made in the Lives of - thoſe who were made 
Converts to-it,—* Daily Experience demon- 


ſtrates what great Power, and Efficacy the 
divine Precepts of the Goſpel have upon the 
Minds of Men,—Give mea Man who is apt 
to be angry, paſſionate, and furious; with 
a few Words of God, I will make him as 


- meek and quiet as a Lamb.—Give me one, 
who is worldly-minded, covetous, ten- 
cious; I will quickly make him liberal and 


abounding in Works of Charity, Give me 


one, who is afraid of Death, of the leaſt | 
Pain; he ſhall immediately deſpiſe the Croſs, 


and the burning Furnace, - Give me one, 
that is luſtful, an Adulterer, and gluttonous; 
you ſhall ſoon ſee him, ſober, chaſte, and 


% continent —Give me a cruel and bloody 
minded Man; his Fury ſhall ſoon be chan- 
ged into Clemency. — Give me an unjuſt 
Man, a fooliſh Sinner; he ſhall preſently : 


commence juſt and equal, prudent and in- 


nocent.— All his Wickedneſs will be waſhed ? 


away, with one waſhing of Water ; for ſo 
great is the Force of divine Wiſdom, that, 


being infuſed into the Breaſt.of Men, it at 


«once expels out of it, all Folly and Wick- 


edneſs.— This Fountain of God always over- 
flowing, always full, is open unto all.— This 
4-5 . 


[491 
ei Celeſtial Light enlighteneth every one that 
«-hath Eyes to ſee. Who of the Philoſo- 
e phers ever did, or can perform theſe Things? 
« who, when they have fpent- all their Life- 
te time in the Study of Philoſophy, can neither 
« (if Nature reſiſts) make themſelves or others 
te better. But the Word of God fo changes 
« the whole Conſtitution, that; the Old Man 


e being put off, it renders him a New Man; 


_ « ſo that you would not know him to be the 
_« ſame'Perſon*,” _ 


The Reader that defires more to this Point, 


may conſult the underwritten Authorities, 

This Fact therefore is not to be diſputed; 
That there was a very great Change vifible in 
the Life and Manners of the firſt Chriſtians, 
during the three firſt Centuries a. THE glo- 


Da mihi virum, &c. De fals Sapientis, L. iii. $26-p. 
328, 9. 30. Ed. Lud. Bat. 1666. 
I Ads ii. 41=47. 1 Cor. vi. 2. Epb. ii. 1, 4, 3. 


P. 127. etiam apud 7ſt. — Clem. Alex. Pæd. Lib. iii. c. 10. 
1 Ed. Col. 1688. — Tertull. Apol.. c. 39. p. 31, 3a. 
Lut. Par. 1675. — Orig. cont. Celſ. Lib. i. p. 21. and 
Lib. iii. p. 128,9. Minut. Felix, p. 39, 40, 41, 42. con- 
cluding non eloquimur magna, ſed vivimus. Ed. Ox. 1662. 
See alſo Caves Primitive Chriſtianity, and Fleury Primi- 
live Chriſtianity.— Abbadie's Traits de la verite de la Reli- 
gion Chretieme, Part ii. Sect. iv.—Boſſuet's * Univer- 
ſelle, p. 247, 8, 9, 50. Paris 1681. 
There was one other Means enjoyed by the Pagans of 
* three firſt Centuries, for ſatisfying them in he: Truth 


H ried 


3 
hag. Legatio, p. 2. apud Juſt. —T heoph. ad Autol. Lib. iii. 
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[ 50 ] 
ried in this Change; would they, could 
they, have done this; if it had not been re- 
markably viſible to the Heathens themſelves? 
And indeed the very Heathens allowed it, ſay- 
ing, Behold, how they love one another. —Chri- 


of our Saviour's Hiſtory : I mean the Lives and Markers 
of thoſe holy Men, who believed in Chri/t, during the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity be Chriſtian Religion — its 
full Force and Efficacy on the Minds of Men. — It exalted 


and refined its Proſelytes, to a very high Degree of Per- 


ſection, and ſet them far above the Pleaſures and even the 
Pains of chis Life. It ſtrengthened the Infirmity, and 
broke the Fierceneſs of human Nature; it lifted up the 
Minds of the Ignorant to the Knowledge and Worſhip of 
him that made them; and inſpired the Vicious with a ra- 
tional Devotion, a ſtrict Purity of Heart, and an un- 
bounded Love to their Fellow Creatures. In Proportion 
as it ſpread through the whole World, it ſeemed to change 


Mankind into another Species of Beings. No ſooner was 


a Convert initiated into it, but by an eaſy Figure he be- 
came & new Man, and both acted and looked upon him- 
ſelf as one regenerated and born a ſecond Time into an- 


other State of Exiſtence. —The Pagan Converts, of whom 


I am now ſpeaking, mention this great Reformation of 
thoſe who had been the greateſt Sinners, with that ſudden 
and ſurprizing Change; as having ſomething in it ſuper- 


natural, miraculous, and more than human. Origen * re- 


preſents this Power in the Chriſtian Religion as no leſs 
wonderful chan that of curing the Lame and Blind, or cleanſ- 
ing the Leper. Many others repreſent it in the ſame 
Light, and look upon it as an Argument that there was a 
certain Divinity in that Religion, which ſhewed itſelf in 
ſuch ſtrange and glorious Effects. Aadiſons Evidences s 


_ #he Chriſtian Religion. Sect. ix. Part 1, 2, 3. 


See Reeves's Notes upon Juſtin s Apology. p. 2036. 


„ Lib. i. p· 21. Where Origen largely inſiſts on this Argument the 
ſudden, the extraordinary Reformation of the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, 
and — it to a divine Power. | 

ftiant 
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Plant ad Leones; - their Name was their Crimes 


which was an Intimation they had no other 


Crimes to lay to their Charge. — Pliny in 


particular bears Witneſs to their Innocency n. 


And Porphyry, and Fulian, not only allow that 


the Chriſtian Religion was the prevailing 


Doctrine, 1 x67 90axy ; but the latter re- 


commends the Examples of the Chriſtians to 


the Heathens. | 
But now, to what Cauſe can ſuch an extra- 


ordinary Effect be aſcribed, but to the Power 
H the Higheſt ? We all know how great a Diffi- 


culty it is, to ſhake off one Habit even of the 


Body, much more many evil Habits of the 
Mind. Can the Athiopian change bis Skin, 


or the Leopard his Spots? then may they alſo 


do Good, who are accuſtomed to do Ewvil*: 
With Men it is impoſſible, unafliſted by the 
Almighty Power of God: And that ſo great 
a Multitude ſhould not only be converted to 
Chriſtianity ; but really live a Chriſtian Life: 
after they had been ſo long under the Power 
of vicious Habits, and accuſtomed to do Evil 
continually; ſhould preſently learn to do well, 


and become, literally ſpeaking, new Creature mt 


ducing the three firſt Centuries of the Church. 
This is as a great Miracle in the moral, as any 
we read of, in the natural World; and to be 


Ep. xcvii. * Ezek, xiii. 23. 


2 aſcribed. 
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A aſcribed to nothing leſs than to the Almighty 
Power of God; to the Completion of that 


Prophecy, to the Performance of that Pro- 


miſe, which St. Peter takes Notice of — the 
Gift f the Holy Ghoſt ; the Promiſe not only 


to the Fews and their Children, but unto all 


that are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God ſball call, Acts xi. 39. 
This miraculous Propagation of the Goſ- 


pel; and the miraculous Effects of it upon thoſe 
who believed and obeyed it; 
propheſied of, in the Old Teſlament; and pro- 


being ſo plainly 


pheſied of, promiſed in the Ne; gives the 
Argument we are upon, a ſtill greater Fo orce 


Porn ECIES in the Old Teſtament. 
— Of the Increaſe of his Government, _ 


Peace, there ſhall be no End. If. ix, 7. 


J will alſo give thee for a Light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my Salvation 2 
the Ends of the Earth. Iſ. xlix. 6, 

The Gentile ſhall come to thy Light—all they 


| gather themſelves together ; thy Sons ſhall come 
From far, — Who are theſe that fly as a Cloud, 


and as a Dove 2 their Windows? — A little one 


ſhall become 4 Thouſand, * a ſmall one 
firong Nation, If, ls, 3 4, 8 22, 5 


\ 


E 

For from the rifing of the Sun, even unte 
the going down of the ſame, my Name ſhall be 
great among the Gentiles; and in every Place 
WIncenſe ſhall be offered unto me, and a pure 
Offering; for my Name ſhall be great amongft 
the Gentiles, Jaith+he Lord of Hoſts a. 

Sing and rejoice, O Daughter of Sion; for 
ho T come and dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. And many Nations ſhall be 
Joined to the Lord in that Day ; and 1 _ | 
dwell in the 1 of thee*, 


7 
— — 


'PRoPHECIES in the New Teſtament. 


The Kingdom of God is like a Grain of Muſ- 
rard Seed; biel when it is Jown 1 in the Earth, 
js leſs than all the Seeds that be in the Earth ; 
but when it is ſown, it groweth up, and be- 
cometh greater than all Herbs, ſo that the Fouls 
of the Air may lodge under the Shadow of its. 

1 jay unto you, the Kingdom of God ſhall be 
laben from you, and given to a Nation 
ing forth the Fruits thereof“. 

Go ye into all the World, and preach the Go- 
Hel to every creature; and lo 1 an with you 


4 Malachi i. 11, * Zecb. ii. 10, 11. 
* Markt iv. 30, 37 32 * Matt, xxi. 43. 
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to the End of the W ord. Go ye therefore, and ; 
teach all Nations", | 

— ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit unto them that aſt him", | 

If a Man love me, he will keep my Wards, 
and my Father will love bim, and we will 
come unto him, and make our. Abode with 
Bim“. 

He Communication of the Hoh Ghoſt be _ 
with you all. Amen. 

If any of you lack Wiſdom, let lim oft of 
God that giveth to all Men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it ſhall be given him : but 
let him aſk in Faith*, 

Many ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the 
We eſt, ep ſhall fit down with Abraham, and 
Tſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom Heaven; 
but the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caft 
ont. : 
And accnriing to theſe Prophecies, and 
theſe Promiſes; we read of the Fall of the 
Jeus, of the Riches of the Gentiles? — that 
their Sound (the Sound of the Preachers of the 
Goſpel) went out into all the World; and their 
Words unto the Ends of the Earth, even in the 
Times of the Apoſtles ; and that the preach- 


v Matt xxvii. 19. F Mark xvi. 15. 1 
= John xiv. 23. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. * Jam. i. 5. 
* Matth. viii. 12. d Rom. xi. 12. 


7 
ing of the Goſpel was as miraculous in its 
glorious Effects upon thoſe who were firſt 
converted, as in its amazing Succeſs, 

For what a glorious Character do we read 
of the firſt Chriſtians ; who of perſecuting Fews 
immediately became (like their Lord and 
Maſter) holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from 
Sinners b of the Corinthians, who of the great- 
eſt of Sinners, were preſently waſhed, ſandbti- 
fied, Juſtified, by the Spirit of our Gode— of 
Chriſtians in general—that they have actu- 
ally crucified the. Fleſh with its Aﬀettions ana 
Luſts*, and overcome the World; and that 
he who 1s truly regenerate, born of God TING: 
rot *, 

And no wonder that the Goſpel had fo won- 
derful an Effect upon the firſt Chriſtians, when 
it was attended with Almighty Grace, and 
they received the Firſt Fruits of the Spirit: 
It was not they, but the Grace of God. Was in 

them. 
St. Clement gives much the Gina Account 
of the Corinthians, and aſcribes it to the ſame 
Cauſe; the plentiful Efufion of the Holy Spi- 
rit upon them all *, | 
In the abovecited Places both of the Old 
and New Teſtament are plainly foretold the 


r 


b As i ii. 42—47- | 1 Cor. iv. 11. be Gal, V. 24. 
ſmall 


2 4.—iii. 9. Ep. c. 2. 
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ſmall Beginning, the great and ſpeedy Inereaſe, 
the univerſal Extent of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
the wonderful Effect it had, the extraordinary 
Change it wrought in thoſe who at firſt believed 
it: and this continued during the three firſt 
Centuries. So long at leaſt it muſt be allowed 
that there were Miracles in the moral as well 
as in the natural World; notwithſtanding all 
that their Adverſaries can gainſay or reſiſt. 
But now, the miraculous Propagation of the 
_ Goſpel; and the wonderful Effect it had upon 
the firſt Chriſtians; being at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners. foretold by the Pro- 
phets, and at the laſt by the Son of God him- 
felf; and being ſo punctually fulfilled : when 
the Event came to paſs, did plainly point. at 
its divine Author, and declare itfelf to come 
from him who foreknoweth, and ordereth all 
things; and ſhew, that from the ſame Spirit 
from which the Prophecy: came, the Com- 
pletion of it came alſo s. 
Upon the whole therefore it appears wt 
| plainl y evident; that the Holy Ghoſt deſcend- 
ing upon the Apoſtles, was Witneſs of the Re- 


ſurrection of Jeſus ; and that this is Demon- 
m__ that he 1s riſen indeed. 


f See Biſhop Atterbury S 8 Sermons \ upon the 
miraculous Fropagativn oe the Golpel, Vol. i 


And 


1371 


And, thatwhich is once demonſtrated; ſhould 


no longer be diſputed; or doubted of; even tho' 
there may remain ſome Difficulties — 


in 

"oF is the Weakneſs of human Under- 
Randing, and fo ſhort, ſo e our Know- 
ledge, that we know but in part, ſee through 
 a-Glaſs darkly; and hardly gueſs right at the 
Things before us: even in thefe Things, though 


they are demonſtrably proved to be true, ma- 


thematically demonſtrated; yet there ſome- 
times remain Objections, which we cannot in- 
tirely remove; Difficulties which we-can- 
not at preſent clearly account for b. The 
infinite Divifibility of Matter, and that there 
are Lines (called Aßymptotes) which continu- 


ally approach nearer and nearer, yet never 


meet, are both mathematically demonſtrated; 
and yet, there ſeem unanſwerable Objections 
againſt, and Contradictions in them: notwith- 
ſtanding which, he who well underſtands Ma- 
 themattcs, does not doubt the Truth of them. 
iy former Ages k, it was thought impoſſible 


* 1 Huotii Demonſtratio Evan. D. 2C. 26, 37. Edit. 
Amſt. 16 80. Jenkin s  Reaſonableneſs of ( r Nianih, vol. ii. 


c. I. and 
Feil Intreduftio ad veram Phyficam. Lect. iii, iv. 
Harris's Lexicon, vol. I. under the Word, AsYMPTOTES. 


* No longer Tice than the laſt Age, Galilee, who died 
in 1675 was impriſoned five Years in the Inquiftion, and 
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1 581 
that there ſhould be a People called Anti- 
fodes, or a Place in which they could dwell: and 


a thing incredible that the Earth ſhould move 


round the Sun; — Yet who is there now, 


that diſbelieves either the one, or the other ? 
And yet how hard to believe, to conceive, is it, 
that the Earth, whoſe Bulk is ſaid to be Two 


Hundred Sixty five Thouſand Millions of Miles, 


ſhould whirl about at the rate of a thouſand 
Miles an Hour? and how much more incre- 
dible and inconceivable is it, to ſuppoſe that 
the Sun, whoſe ſolid Content is ſaid to 
be 290,97 1,000,000,000,000 Billions ; ſhould 
move with a vaſtly greater Velocity l? 

And if Things earthly, that are before us, 
though plainly certain, are ſo liable to many 
Difficulties and Doubts, that ſome helieve them 
not; how much more ſo, are Things that are 


heavenly? If the former are ; how much more 
the latter, incredible, inconceivable, and in- 


comprehenſible ? 
The Providence of God is demonſtrably cer- 
tain, and yet the Epicurean will raiſe Difficul- 


ties, and propoſe Objections; which it is not 


eaſy for the Deiſt clearly to account for, and fully 


to anſwer, to the Satisfaction of the Epicurean. 


"Nay, the very Being of God, and his Attri- 


condemned by Pope Urban VIII. for maintaining the Mo- 
tion of the Earth. Colliers Di. 

. 1 Derham's Aſtre- Theology, p. 10. 148. 

e butes, 


L 591 


butes, are the moſt demonſtrable Things in 
the World; and yet what Difficulties are there, 
in them, concerning the Eternity, Immenſity, 


Omnipreſence of God? Who can fully reconcile 


the Divine Preſcience with Future Contingencies, 
and Man's Free-Will; (and yet it is infallibly cer- 
tain that God foreknoweth all Things:) to the 
Satisfaction of the Sceptic? N otwithſtanding 


which, there is none that hath Senſe, Reaſon, 


or Religion, who diſbelieves or doubts of theſe 
things, —A Thing once demonſtrated, admits 
no longer of doubtful Diſputations, with rea- 
ſonable and conſiderate Men. | 
It is to the want of attending to this Truth, 
that ſo many run into Infidelity and Hereſy ; 
and err concerning the Scriptures : finding that 
there are ſome Things in them, hard to be 
under ſtood, or not ſo eaſy to be accounted for, 
and reconciled ; they, being ignorant and un- 
fable Men, wreſt them to their dan diſ- 
believe them, 
In ſhort, we have as much "RF" to believe 
that FJeſus aroſe from the Dead; as that he 
was alive before he was crucified, Not only 
Friends but Enemies allow that there was ſuch 
a Perſon as Jeſus m; Fews and Heathens, even 
m See Grotius De veritate Chr, rel. Lib. ii. Sect. 2. 


Addiſons Evidences 1 the Chriſtian Religion. Lardner's 


Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory. Biſhop'Parker's Demon- 
firation, Sect. xi. | 


I 2 | thoſe 
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thoſe of the Heathens who lived neareſt the 
Time in which he is faid to have lived, Sue- 
fonius, Tacitus, &c. and thoſe of them who 
were the bittereſt Enemies of Chriſtianity, and 
writ againſt it, Celſus, Porphyry, Hierocles, and 
Julian. So that we have therefore as much Rea- 
fon tobelieve that there was ſuch a Perſon as Je- 
Jus, living in Tudea (whereof we have ſo great 
| a Cloud of Witneſſes) in the Reign of Tiberius 
; Cz2/ar; as we have to believe that there was 
| ſuch a Perſon as Tiberius, or Alexander the - 
| Great: And we have as much Reaſon to be- 

lieve that there were ſuch Perſons, as Tiberius, 
and Alexander, as any of the Propoſitions in 
Euclid which we do not underſtand; and no 
reaſonable Man diſputes the one, any more 
than the other, they being both demonſtrable ; 
the moral Demonſtration of the one being as 
convincing and ſatisfactory, asthe mathematical 
Demonſtration of the other; nay greater Rea- 
ſon to believe that Jeſus aroſe from the Dead, 
than that Alexanger conquered Perſia, fince 
for this we have only human Teſtimony; for 
the other, both human and divine; for not 
only the Apoſtles were Witneſſes of theſe 
Things, but fo alſo is the Holy Ghoſt; and if 
we receive the Witneſs of , the RO of 
God is greater. | - 
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Well therefore might our Saviour ſay, that the 
| Holy Ghoſt ſhall convince the World of Sin, in 


not believing on him:—and of Fudgment atainf 


_ thoſe who reject him u: — that he to whom 


the Goſpel is preached, if be believe not, ſhall 
be damned: and his Apoſtle St. Paul ſay after 
him; that he ſpallberevealed in flaming Fire,tak- 


ing Vengeance not only on thoſe who know not 


God; but on thoſe alſo, who obey not the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſty. Hh: 
But is this juſt and right, ſay the modern 


Vnbelievers? to judge, to damn, to take Ven- 


geance on thoſe who Believe not the Goſpel, when 
they think they have not ſufficient Reaſon to 


believe it; there being many Doubts and Dif- 
| ficulties, which to them appear unanſwerable; 


beſides his Non-appearance to the Rulers and 


People, after his Reſurrection. 


And may not the Atheiſ as well object SS 


the Being of God; his Non- appearance to 
Man, or at leaſt his not giving viſible Demon- 


ſtration of his Exiſtence in every Nation, in 
every Age of the World; and that there are 


many Doubts and Difficulties againſt the Be- 
lief of an . wiſe, juſt, and good 


"ry 
_. —_ xvi. 9, 1]. | uiii 16, | 
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Eternal Being, not to him ſatisfactorily an- 
ſwered? 


And yet the Apoſtle tells us, aud Reaſon it- 


ſelf tells us; that they, o from the Things 


that are charly ſeen, are not convinced of his 
eternal Power and Godhead, are without Ex- 
cuſe a; and are not they equally without Ex- 
cuſe, who, having received, believe not the 
Witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt ; that Jeſus aroſe 
from the Dead, and was therefore a T eacher 
Jent from God a 

It therefore highly concerns the 1 
to ſearch diligently whether theſe Things are ſo 
or not, without Prejudice, andwithout Par- 
 riality : and if, after a ſincere Examination, 
he cannot be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, 
that they really are ſo, but he has ſtill ſome 
Doubts remaining, about them; let him propoſe 
them privately or publickly ; but this let him 
do, with Modeſty and Good- manners. Let 
him not be ſelf-ſufficient, or wiſe in his own 
Conceit ; but humbly think that others who 
believe, may be as wiſe, wier than himſelf. — 
that a Religion, which at firſt triumphed over 
Fewiſh Superſtition, and Pagan Idolatry, in 
a 2 moſt learned, knowing Age; and has ſince 
been received by the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, 
in all Ages; notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition 


2 Rom. i. 20. 
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it meets with in the World; is not without 
Evidence, that at leaſt ought ſeriouſly, and 
ſincerely to be looked into, and examined. Let 
him not obſtinately ſhut his Eyes, or harden 
his. Heart againſt Conviction; but love tbe 
| Truth, (and nothing more worthy of his Love) 
and he ready to embrace it, how contrary ſoever 
it may be to his Prejudices, his ward or his 
8 | 
Let him not treat the miraculous Gifts of 
ahi Holy Ghoſt, or thoſe who believe them, 
(as the Manner of ſome is) with Drollery, Ban- 
ter, and Ridicule ; /eft he be unbappily found 
| fighting againſt G04 and guilty of * m 
* againſt the Holy Ghoſt. J 
The Sin againſt the Holy Got,” according 
to Archbiſhop Tillotſon wel. i. Ser. xvii.) was 
the Sin of the Phariſees in aſcribing the Mi- 
racles of Chrift to Satan; in which he is fol- 
| lowed by Dr. Waterland in the 2d Vol. of his 
Poſthumous Sermons.— Dr. Mhitby, on the con- 
trary, ſuppoſes it to be the /peaking againſt the 
Diſpenſation of the Holy Ghoſt, at the Day 
of Pentecoſt, the laſt and greateſt Evidence 
which God was pleaſed to give of the Reſur- 
rection o Jeſus, and of his divine Miſſion; and 
n this, he is followed by Dr. Dodderidge, and 
Dr. . in their Paraphraſes, &c. to which 
Opinion 


racles, but aſcribed them to the Power of the 


dil. bn SE n n * n . 
* * ” 
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Opinion J fiibſctibe ; and only obſerve furz 
ther, that Dr. Vaterland himſelf ſeems to 
allow in the fame Sermon; that the blaſ- 
pheming this moſt glorious Diſpenſation, is 
near 'akin, or equal to the Sin againft the 
Holy Ghoſt, 

For ſuch Scoffers, walking after their own 
Lufts; being fo maliciouſiy ſet againſt Chrift, 
and his Followers; are guilty of as great, yea 
greater Sin than the blaſpheming Pbariſees; 
theſe acknowledged that he worked Mi- 


Devil; faying, that he caſt out Devils through 
Beelzehub the Prince of the Devils, and had 
an unclean Spirit, —And the moſt early and 
learned Adverſar ies of Chri; Phlegon (who 
writ his Chronicles in Adrian's Reign, and 
might be a young Man in the Pays of the 
Apoſtles) Celjus*, Porphyry, Lucian, and Ja- 


© Karyyoget d' ev Tos eguc, xt Tv Torngog, ws your 
res dovubeiſos, a tote Dog ee EH ui. Orig. cont. 
Calſ. L. i. p. 7. | | Ld 

Sei yαο arvlev ondliov TeaPelas aich ag as 
| Aryunloy, Svvaptuy Tiwwv hege, txabir een, 
beov d' exewas Tas dungs taut argyogtvorka. . 
Lib. i. p. 30. From which Paſſage it is evident that Cel 
| ſus not only allowed that there was fuch a Perſon as Je- 

ſus, but the Goſpel Hiſtory of him alſo—that he was of 
. obſcure and mean Parentage and Education, that he went 
down into Egypt, and that he declared himſelf to be a 


- 


lian 


(%). 


Tian, had not the Hardneſs to Ken the Biete 


Truth of the Miracles of eus. They admitted 
the Facts, but aſcribed the Power of a them 


to Egyptian Magick. 

But theſe .  Unbellevers t to "YN 
not only the Truth of Chrif's Miracles; but 
the very Poſſibility” of Miracles being done 
by God himſelf. Thus Alling from vne Wick- 


edneſs to another ; they. from Deyn, n into 


downright Atheiſm. 

For, to deny the Poſlibility of God's work- 
ing Miracles; what is it, but to deny either 
that he made the World? or to affirm, that 
he cannot in the leaſt alter it? that he hath ſo 
eſtabliſhed the Laws of Nature, Matter, and 
Motion; that he can in no Caſe change or 
ſuſpend them; and what is this, but to deny 
the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, even 
over the Work of his .own Hands; and con- 
ſequently his very Being? 
| To what a Degree of egregious Folly, nd 
preſumptive Wickedneſs are they arrived? to 
which none can be equal, but that of thoſe 
who profeſs to believe in 22 and yet live 
profane wicked Lives. 

Let all thoſe therefore who N in Xs. 
Chriſt, that he aroſe from. the Dead :—and-. 


will come to judge the Quick and the Dead: 


learn hence; That as it is a thing of the 
XR < greateſt. 
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greateſt "EE, in- 1 World; s . the one 
Thing: nerdfu!; ſo let them take the greateſt 


| Care; only to bave their Converſation in every 


1 5 both towards God, and towards Man, 


'D A. 
" 28.1. [7 after arrant Cheatand Impoſtre 


'; 

Let thoſe that queſtion che Trüth of Chri- 
 flianity obſerve that this was the chief Argu- 
ment—that the miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were equally vouchſafed to the Gen- 
tiles. and that this is here urged by St. Paul, 
as a thing undeniable; to confirm the Gala- 
tians. — This Confirmation therefore of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Faith, was ſuch as none 
concerned to do it then, were able to-gainſay; 
much leſs can any now find Reaſon to doubt of 
15 Dr. pill s Note on Gal. iii. 5. $ 


"= 33..1, 25. after That there have been. 
Days kept annually 7 throughout the VER, 
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The Lord's Day ig particular. . 


- ee Tai; dN 


vgraxais race ale, FO I% 
wagam e is funf THE Ty Wes av g ug flere). 


Euſeb. Hiſt. L. iii. c. 27. The Ebionites keeping the Lord's 


Day with the orthodox Chriſtians in Remembrance of the 
Relutrection, Sent the Argument. 7 | 
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